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PRESI DENT PHI LI P

The regul ar Session of the 91st General Assenbly will please
come to order. WII the Menbers please be at their desks? WII
our guests in the galleries please rise? Qur prayer today will be
given by Reverend Larry Goetz, Qur Savior Lutheran Church -
M ssouri Synod, Springfield, Illinois. Reverend Goetz.

THE REVEREND LARRY GOETZ:
(Prayer by the Reverend Larry Coetz)
PRESI DENT PHI LI P

Please remain standing for the Pledge of Allegiance. Senator
Radogno. Readi ng of the Journal. Senator Mers.

SENATOR MYERS:

M. President, | nove that reading and approval of the Journa
of Wednesday, March 22nd, in the year 2000, be postponed, pending
arrival of the printed Journal
PRESI DENT PHI LI P

Senator Mers noves to postpone the readi ng and the approval
of the Journal, pending the arrival of the printed transcript.
There bei ng no objection, so ordered. WHAM TV requests perm ssion

to videotape the Session. 1s |leave granted? Leave is granted.



will turn over the Chair to Senator Bonke to introduce a
chanpi onshi p basketball team Senator Bonke.
SENATOR BOWKE:

Can | have your attention, please? Can | have your attention?
It's a pleasure for ne to introduce you to the State O ass A Boys
St at e Basket bal | Chanpi ons, the Pleasant Plains Cardinals. If any
of you had an opportunity to see the senifinal gane against the
local R verton Hawks and the Pleasant Plains Cardinal, vyou wll
agree that it was the best high school basketball ganme you've ever
seen and probably ever will. Pleasant Plains won that in a triple
overtinme and cane back that evening to beat Teutopolis, avenging a

loss to our own State Senator Dave Luechtefeld, who got beat out

1

STATE OF ILLINO S

91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATE TRANSCRI PT
88th Legislative Day March 23, 2000
in the super-sectionals. And | know we were all rooting for
Senat or Luecht ef el d. W all went down to watch himplay. Wll,
we -- | thought Dave would be here. Dave, we avenged that |o0ss
and beat Teutopolis. It's a great basketball team And |'m
particularly proud because it is ny alma nmater. | went to schoo
there and | don't want to tell you how nmany years ago. And ny
daughter goes to school -- in fact, one of these boys dates ny

daughter and iif | -- and while I'mon the subject, Jinmmy, keep



your hands to yourself. W -- we have with us, in addition to the
boys today, the Athletic Director, Gary Fraase. Gary and | went
to school together. |It's hard to believe he's a couple of vyears
older than ne, and he was a pretty good ball pl ayer hinself back
then, a few years ago. W have John Nelson and Danny Watson

Assi stant Coach, and we have Superintendent Dr. Hunt, back here
sonepl ace, and the Principal with us, Maureen Tal bert, who's wth

-- behind nme today. And I'mextremely proud of these young nen,

and -- and as | indicated, had you had an opportunity to see that
gane, you know exactly what |'mtal king about. | also have behind
nme, next to -- well, | wuld say ny favorite coach. Dave

Luechtefeld' s a very good friend and he's a great coach, but ny
favorite coach is diff Caneron. diff, | don't know if you want
to say anything or not?
CQOACH CLI FF CAMERON:
(Remarks by Coach diff Cameron)

SENATOR BOWKE

Let's give "emall a round of appl ause. Thank you. Thank
you.

SENATOR WEAVER

If | mght have your attention. This is the day for
introductions, it seens, but it's ny pleasure to introduce the
Il1linois County Fair Queen, Sara Irle, of Thomasboro. Thonmasbor o
is in my district. And Sara is a graduate of Rantoul Township
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H gh School and is now a student at the University of Illinois.
She is mjoring in Animal Science and hopes to becone a

veterinarian one of these days. Sara cones today as a nenber of

the Illinois Agricultural Legislative Day Delegation and her
objective is to pronote agriculture in lllinois and to increase
t he awareness of agriculture to the residents of Illinois. Please

wel come Sara Irle.
I LLI NO' S COUNTY FAI R QUEEN SARA | RLE:
(Remarks by IL County Fair Queen Sara Irle)

SENATOR MAI TLAND:

Ladies and Gentlenen, if | could have your attention, please.
You have seen today throughout the Capitol the sea of -- of blue
jackets here on Agriculture Day, the State FFA nenbers are here,
too, and |"'mproud to introduce to you-all today a M. Abe
Wirmest, who's eighteen years of age and is the State FFA Vice
President. He's the son of Jim and Bonnie Wrmest, of rura
Si bley, and his FFA Advisor is M. Larry Littlefield. Abel served
as Section 17 President in 1998 and '99, and the Section 17
Treasurer the previous year. He's served as a nenber and an
officer in the Gbson Cty-Mlvin-Sibley FFA Chapter. He's now
the State Vice President, traveling throughout the State,
representing FFA nmenbers everywhere, and will be a student at the
University of Illinois next year. So, Ladies and -- Gentlenen,

woul d you pl ease give a warm Senate wel cone to M. Abel Wirmest,



who is State FFA Vice President? M. Wirnmest.
STATE FFA VI CE PRESI DENT ABEL WJRMNEST:
(Remarks by State FFA Vice President Abel WIrmest)
SENATOR DUDYCZ:
Ladies and Gentlenmen of the Senate, if | nmay have your
attention, please. W have two very special guests with us this
afternoon who flew down to Springfield from Chicago to pronote

Ogan Omer {sic} (Donor) Awareness. Pl ease welcone to the
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IIlinois Senate two nenbers of the 1985 Chi cago Bears Super Bow
Chanpions, M. Dennis MKinnon and M. Qis Wlson. First, M.

Denni s McKi nnon.
MR DENNI' S MCKI NNON:

(Remarks by M. Dennis MKi nnon)
MR OIS W LSON:
(Remarks by M. Qis WIson)
SENATOR DUDYCZ:
Thank you, very nuch. Be an Organ Donor.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P:
The Senate will please cone to order. M. Secretary,

Commi ttee Reports.



SECRETARY HARRY

Senat or Rauschenber ger, Chair of t he Committee on
Appropriations, reports Senate Arendnent 2 to House Bill 1534 Be
Adopt ed.

Senator Mahar, Chair of the Commttee on Environnent and
Energy, reports House Bills 4466, 4481 and 4482, all Do Pass.

Senator Cronin, Chair of the Conmittee on Education, reports
House Bills 2904, 2977, 3406 and 3993 Do Pass; and House Bill 2917
Do Pass, as Amended.

Senator Parker, Chair of the Committee on Transportation
reports House Bills 2870, 3176, 3420, 3951 and 4352 Do Pass; House
Bills 3476 and 3936 Do Pass, as -- as Anended; and Senate
Amendnent 1 to House Bill 3312 Be Adopt ed.

And Senator Syverson, Chair of the Committee on Public Health
and Wl fare, reports Senate Arendnent 2 to House Bill 182 Be
Adopted; and Amendnents 3 and 4 to House Bill 2574 Be Adopted.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P

Resol uti ons.

SECRETARY HARRY!

Senate Resolution 326, offered by Senator del Valle and al
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Menmbers.

Senat e Resol ution 327, by Senator Link.

And Senate Resol ution 328, by Senator Enml Jones and all
Menmbers.

They're all death resolutions, M. President.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P:

Consent Cal endar. Senator Walsh, for what purpose do you
rise?

SENATOR L. WALSH:

Thank you, M. -- thank you, M. President. Point of personal
privil ege.

PRESI DENT PHI LI P:

State your point.
SENATOR L. WALSH

M. President and Menbers of the Senate, in the President's
Gl lery, fromny district...

PRESI DENT PHI LI P:

Wait. Could we have sone quiet for a mnute, please? Senator
Wal sh.

SENATOR L. WALSH:

Thank you. In the President's Gallery fromny district is the
Cifton Central H gh School Freshman FFA Chapter, with their
teacher Mchelle Beckmer, visiting here today for Ag Day. I'd
li ke to have themwel coned to the Illinois Senate.

PRESI DENT PHI LI P:

If they'd please rise and be recognized by the Senate.
Senator Ceo-Karis, for what purpose do you rise?

SENATOR GEO KAR! S:

For a point of personal privilege, M. President.



PRESI DENT PHI LI P:
State your point.

SENATOR GEO- KARI S
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M. President, | have three of ny finest constituents sitting

in the President's Gallery up there: the Mayor of ny town, Lane
Harrison, Jim-- fromZon; JimBelli, from Newport Township, who
is an em nent architect/designer; and Andrew Nel son, from Anti och,
who is wth the Kennedy Brothers Construction. Three wonderf ul
citizens and 1'd like you to wel conme them here today.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P:

If they would please rise and be recognized by the Senate.
Senator Myers, for what purpose do you rise?
SENATOR MYERS:

M. President, point of personal privilege.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P:

State your point.
SENATOR MYERS:

I have a lot of friends in the galleries everywhere. They're
from Coles County, Cark, Edgar, Ilroquois and Vermlion. In

addition, the young people who are filmng today are from Mayo



School, fromParis, and ny two Pages are from Danville. They're
Whitney Showers and Sarah Rahn. And if we could wel come all of
them 1'd appreciate it.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P

If they would pl ease stand and be recogni zed by the Senate.
Senat or Denuzi o, for what purpose do you rise?
SENATOR DEMJZI O

Thank you, M. President -- thank you, M. President. Let the
record reflect that Senator Viverito is absent due to a funeral in
the -- in his district.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P

The record will so indicate. W're nowgoing to go to House
Bills 2nd Reading, the bottomof page 7 in your Cal endar. House
Bill 390, Senator Rauschenberger. House Bill 390. Senator

Rauschenberger. Read the bill, M. Secretary.
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SECRETARY HARRY
House Bill 390.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No committee or Floor anendnents.

PRESI DENT PH LI P



3rd Reading. House Bill 730. Senator Geo-Karis. Read the
bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY!

House Bill 730.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

2nd Reading of the bill. The Commttee on Judiciary adopted one
amendnent .
PRESI DENT PHI LI P

Have there been any other Floor amendnments been approved for
consi derati on?
SECRETARY HARRY

No further anendnments reported.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P

3rd Reading. The top of page 8. House Bill 2109. Senator
Wat son. Senator \Watson. Take it out of the record, M.
Secretary. House Bill 2110. Senator Dillard. Senator Dillard.
House Bill 2109. Senator Watson. Senator Watson. Take it out of
the record, M. Secretary. House Bill 2110. Senator Dillard.
House Bill 2110. Senator Dillard. Take it out of the record.
House Bill 2346. Senator Myers. Take it out of the record. House
Bill 2570. Senator Syverson. Excuse ne. House Bill 2574,
Senator Syverson. Read the bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY!

House Bill 2574.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

2nd Reading of the bill. The Conmmittee on Public Health and

Wl fare adopted one anmendnent .
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PRESI DENT PHI LI P

Have there been any Floor anendnents been approved for
consi derati on?
SECRETARY HARRY

Amendnent No. 3, offered by Senator Syverson
PRESI DENT PHI LI P

Senat or Syverson.

SENATOR SYVERSON:

Thank you, M. President. Amendnent No. 3 is -- is sone
technical clean-up |language to the triplicate |egislation that was
passed | ast year.

PRESI DENT PHI LI P

Is there any discussion? Is there any discussion? If not,
Senat or Syverson noves the adoption of Anendnent No. 2 to --
excuse me, Anendnent No. 3 to House Bill 2574. Al those in
favor, signify by saying Aye. Those opposed, Nay. The Ayes have
it. The anendnent is adopted. Any further anendnents have
been. ..

SECRETARY HARRY
Amendnent No. 4, offered by Senator Syverson

PRESI DENT PHI LI P



Senat or Syverson.
SENATOR SYVERSON:

Thank you, M. President. Amendnent No. 4 is |language put in
from the Departnent of Human Services that just brings our |aws
into the new federal guidelines.

PRESI DENT PHI LI P

Are there any -- discussion? Any discussion? If not, Senator
Syverson noves the adoption of Arendnent No. 4 to House Bill 2574.
All those in favor, signify by saying Aye. Those opposed, Nay.
The Ayes have it. The anendnent is adopted. Are there any

further Floor anendments?
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SECRETARY HARRY
No further anendnents reported.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P
3rd Reading. House Bill 2855. Senat or Donahue. Senat or

Donahue. Read the bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY!
Senate -- or, House Bill 2855.
(Secretary reads title of bill)

2nd Reading of the bill. No conmittee or Floor anmendnents.



PRESI DENT PHI LI P:
3rd Reading. House Bill 3114. Senator Dudycz. Take it out of
the record, M. Secretary. House Bill 3119. Senat or Parker.
Read the bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY:
Senate {sic} (House) Bill 3119.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No committee or Floor anendnents.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P:
3rd Reading. House Bill 3131. Senator Sieben. Read the
bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY:
House Bill 3131.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No conmittee or Floor amendnents.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P:
3rd Reading. House Bill 3225. Senator Dudycz. Read the bill,
M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY:
House Bill 3225.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No conmittee or Floor amendnents.

PRESI DENT PHI LI P:
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3rd Reading. House Bill 3293. Senator d ayborne. Read the
bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY
House Bill 3293.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No committee or Floor anendnents.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P
3rd reading. Top of page 9. House Bill 3312. Senator
Dudycz. Senator Dudycz. Take it out of the record. House Bil
3431. Senator Tom WAl sh. Take it out of the record. House Bill
3455. Senator Sullivan. Read the bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY
House Bill 3455.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No committee or Floor anendnents.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P

3rd Reading. House Bill 3859. Senator Walsh, Larry. Ch, I'm

sorry. Senator Mlaro. Take it out of the record. House Bil
3861. Senat or Madi gan. Senat or Madi gan. Read the bill, M.
Secretary.

SECRETARY HARRY
House Bill 3861.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No conmmittee or Floor anendnents.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P

3rd Reading. House Bill 4043. Senat or Par ker. Read the



bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY
House Bill 4043
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. The Commttee on Executive adopted one

anendnent .
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PRESI DENT PHI LI P

Have there been any other Floor anendnents been approved for
consi derati on?
SECRETARY HARRY!

No further anendnments reported.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P

3rd Readi ng. House Bill 4092. Senator Denuzio. Read the
bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY

House Bill 4092.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

2nd Reading of the bill. No committee or Floor anendnents.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P

3rd Reading. House Bill 4280. Senat or  Madi gan. Read the



bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY
House Bill 4280.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No committee or Floor anendnents.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P:
3rd Reading. House Bill 4348. Senator Silverstein. Read the
bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY
House Bill 4348.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. The Commttee on Judiciary adopted one
amendnent .
PRESI DENT PHI LI P:
Have there been any other Floor anendnents approved for
consi derati on?
SECRETARY HARRY

No further anendnents reported.
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PRESI DENT PHI LI P:

3rd Readi ng.



PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Committee Reports. Can we have it a little nore quiet so you
can hear then?

ACTI NG SECRETARY HAVKER:

Senat or Weaver, Chairman of the Cormmittee on Rules, reports
that the follow ng Legislative Measures have been assigned: Refer
to Education Commttee - House Bills 2902, 4029, and Senate
Resol ution 314; refer to Executive Conmttee - House Bill 3588;
refer to Financial Institutions Committee - House Bills 3838 and
3286; refer to Judiciary Committee - House Bills 4237, 4279 and
4300; refer to Local CGovernnent Commttee - Senate Amendnent No. 1
to House Bill 2261.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Resol utions. Ladies and Gentlenen of the Senate, wll you
turn to page 15 on today's Calendar? And we will start with the
Secretary's Desk, Resolutions. Senate Resolution 203. Senat or
Parker. Madam Secretary, read the resol ution.

ACTI NG SECRETARY HAVKER:

Senat e Resol ution 203, offered by Senator Parker.
There are no comm ttee or Floor amendnents reported.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senat or Par ker.

SENATOR PARKER:

Thank vyou, WMadam President. Last year we created the Mental

Heal th Eval uation. ..
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)
May we have it a little more quiet? This is an inportant

resol ution.



SENATOR PARKER

Last year we created a Mental Health Eval uation/ Treat ment Task
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Force to examine the ways that we actually have involuntary or
voluntary adm ssions. And we did work on that |last year, and we
canme up with sone resolutions that we actually have al ready passed
through the Senate. Wat this resolution does is reauthorize the

Mental Health Evaluation and Treatnent Task Force to neet on a

different topic and that is to -- to -- howto inprove the
treatnment of persons with nental illness in pre-trial detention
facilities. | would ask for a favorable vote.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Any further discussion? Any further discussion? Senator
Par ker noves the adoption of Senate Resolution 203. Those in
favor wll say Aye. Those opposed will say Nay. On this
particular resolution, we need a roll call. Those in favor wll
vote Aye. Those opposed will vote Nay. The voting is open. Have
all voted who wi shed? Have all voted who wi shed? Have all voted
who wi shed? Take the record, Mdamdderk. On that question
there are 58 voting Aye, none voting No, none voting Present. And

this resolution is hereby adopted. Senate Resol ution 261



Senator Cronin. Senator CGronin. W'Il pass that over. Senate
Resol ution 262. Senator O Ml ley. Read the resolution, Madam
Cerk
ACTI NG SECRETARY HAVKER:
Senat e Resol ution 262, offered by Senator O Mall ey.
There are no conmittee or Floor anendnents reported.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)
Senator O Mal | ey.
SENATOR O MALLEY:

Thank vyou, Midam President, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
Senate. Senate Resolution 262 calls on the federal government to
not inmpose a new proposed federal rule on our states which would
require trains to sound their whistles at all railroad crossings.

It al so provides for an opt-out provision for states like Illinois
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whi ch have nmade strides in the area of grade-crossing safety. The

new proposed rule would go into effect in 2002. 1In the current
law in Illinois, horn blowing at railroad crossings is left up to
the states to regulate. The Illinois -- in lllinois, railroads
nmust sound | oconotive horns at all public crossings unless the

I11inois Commerce Conmission, after a hearing, orders that



railroads are excused from sounding their horns at specific
Crossi ngs. One -- sonething I'd like to make sure that everybody
under stands and nmake sure that | put inthe record is that the
nature of this nmandate is what | would call a -- a very expensive
| ef t - handed nmandate, because the only way to avoid the rule is to
nmake sone very, very costly inprovenents that aren't necessary.
W in the State of Illinois have a wonderful record over the |ast
twenty years of reducing incidents at railroad crossings. And |'I

give you the nunbers so you know this. In 1978 there were eight
hundred and twenty-seven incidents. Because of the work done by
the Illinois Comrerce Conmission in regulating this areain
IIlinois, it was reduced to one hundred and si xty-eight incidences
in 1998. Now having said that, any incident is one too nmany, as
far as |'m concerned. But we need to keep in mind that this
mandate that would come wth this rule would be very, very
expensive to us in Illinois to deal with, and our citizens are
increasingly calling sone of us about the anount of horn -- horn

blowing that is going on in their conmunities. And the last thing

I want you to know - and I'Il be happy to answer any questions you
have - is that I'"'mtold by one of the individuals who works for
the Illinois Municipal -- I"'msorry, for the Northwestern -- the

Nort hwest  Muni ci pal Conference, under his research, that actually
hal f of the crossings in the nation that woul d be affected by this
rule are located in the State of Illinois. Anot her half of --
half of the citizens in the nation affected by this proposed

federal rule live in Illinois. So |I'd appreciate your support,
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and be happy to answer any questions you m ght have.
SENATOR GEOC- KARI S
Any further discussion? Any further discussion? Senator

O Mal I ey noves the adoption of Senate Resolution 262. There'll be

aroll call vote on this. Those in favor will vote Aye. Those
opposed will vote Nay. The voting is open. Have all voted who
wi shed? Have all voted who wi shed? Have all voted who w shed?

Take the record, Mdamderk. On that vote, there are 58 voting
Aye, none voting No, no one -- none voting Present. And the
resolution is adopted. Senate Resolution 284, Senat or Lisa
Madi gan. Read the resol ution, Madam d erk

ACTI NG SECRETARY HAWKER

Senat e Resol ution 284, offered by Senator Lisa Mdigan
There are no comm ttee or Floor amendnents reported.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senat or Li sa Madi gan.

SENATOR L. NADI GAN:

Thank you, Madam President. Senate Resolution 284 sinply
encour ages the State Board of Education and the Teacher
Certification Board to work with the public wuniversities of the
State to create Asian foreign |anguage certification prograns.
Currently, the State of Illinois certifies Spanish, French

Cerman, Hebrew, Italian, Latin and Russian. But there are nunerous



school s throughout the State that are offering courses in
Japanese, Chinese, Korean, Urdu and H ndi, and they would like to
have a program so that the teachers of those | anguages can receive
certification. | know of no opposition and I would be happy to
answer any questions you night have.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Any further discussion? Any further discussion? Hearing
none, Senator Lisa Mdi gan noves the adoption of Senate Resol ution

284. Those in favor will say Aye. Those against, Nay. In the
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opinion of the Chair, the Ayes have it, and the resolution's
adopted. Senate Resolution 296. Senator Dillard. Read the
resol ution, Madam Cl erk
ACTI NG SECRETARY HAVKER:

Senat e Resol ution 296, offered by Senator Dillard.
There -- the Conmittee on Executive adopted Committee Anendnent
No. 1.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Any Floor -- further Floor amendnents?
ACTI NG SECRETARY HAWKER

No further anendnents reported.



PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Senator Dillard.

SENATOR DI LLARD:

Thank you, Madam President, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
Senat e. Senate Resolution 296 encourages the University of
Il1'linois and other research-based public universities to expand
their role in statewi de econonmic developnment and to nake
good-faith efforts to work wth appropriate State and private
agencies and local community leaders and those interested in
econom ¢ devel opnment. It encourages themto use their facilities,
equi prent and research and staff in the conmercialization of new
technology and scientific innovations, as long as it doesn't
somehow conflict with their teaching and research mnissions. And
finally, it encourages the Uof I and the other research
universities to seek and work with other State public and private
institutions for expanding technol ogy transfer efforts throughout
the State of Illinois. |'d encourage its adoption.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Any further discussion? Any further discussion? Senator

Dillard noves the adoption of Senate Resolution 296. Al those in

favor wll say Aye. Al opposed will say Nay. |In the opinion of
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the Chair, the Ayes have it, and the resolution is adopted.
Senat e Resol uti on -- Senate Joint Resolution 43. Senat or
del Valle. Madam Secretary, will you read it, please?
ACTI NG SECRETARY HAWKER

Senate Joint Resolution 43, offered by Senator del Valle.
There are no conmittee or Floor anendnents reported.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Senat or del Valle.
SENATOR dEL VALLE

Thank you, Madam President. This resolution urges the County
Board to wuse its authority wunder the Longtine Oaner-Cccupant
Property Tax Relief Act to grant an exenption or deferral. Thi s
is to reduce the property tax burden for longtinme homeowners in
areas that are experi enci ng a | ot of devel opnent and
gentrification. And with reassessnent coming up again in the Gty
this year, we're hoping that the County Board will conme up with a
way of reducing that tax burden -- property tax burden for people
who live in these areas. | urge an Aye vote.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Any further discussion? Any further discussion? Hearing

none, Senator del Valle noves the adoption of Senate Joint

Resol ution 43. Al those in favor will say Aye. Al  opposed
Nay. In the opinion of the Chair, the Ayes have it. The
resol ution is adopted. Senate Joint Resolution 48. Senat or

O Malley. Read the resolution, Madam d erk -- Madam Secretary.
ACTI NG SECRETARY HAVWKER:

Senate -- Senate Joint Resolution 48, offered by Senator



O Mal | ey.
There are no comm ttee or Floor amendnents reported.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Alittle nore order, please. Senator O Ml l ey.

SENATCR O MALLEY!
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Thank you, Madam President, Ladies and GCentlenen of the
Senat e. Senate Joint Resolution 48 is intended to deal with the
funding comng fromthe federal governnent, in a specific area
Since 1975 and -- and later on in 1997, with the passage of
Individuals with Disabilities Education anendments, federal |aw
has aut horized appropriation levels for grants to state under that
law, the 1997 law, at forty percent of the average per-pupi
expenditures in public elenentary and secondary schools. Congress
has never appropriated funds equivalent to the authorized |Ievel.
To put this in perspective for us, the Illinois budget for FY2000
calls for funding in this area totaling eight hundred and
sixty-eight mllion four -- four hundred and twenty-two thousand
dol I ars. 0] that anount, the State anticipates receiving
approxi mately one hundred and ni nety-five thousand seven hundred

and eighty-seven -- a hundred and ninety-five mllion seven



hundred and ei ghty-seven thousand dollars in federal special ed
funds, leaving us, if you calculate the forty-percent requirenent
at the federal level, short two hundred and eighty-one mllion
seven hundred and forty-two thousand dollars. So what we're
calling on with this anendnent is for the GCeneral Assenbly to
suggest to the Congress, in particular our Congressiona
Del egation, to do what they can to mnake sure that the federa
governnent neets its own nmandated requirenment of forty percent of
the funding and alleviate the burden on |Illinois taxpayers so
special education is properly funded. |'d appreciate your help
and support on this and answer any questions you nay have.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Any further discussion? Any further discussion? Heari ng
none, Senat or O Malley noves the passage of Senate Joint
Resol ution 48 and the adoption thereof. And those in favor wll
say Aye. Those opposed will say Nay. In the opinion of the

Chair, the Ayes have it, and the resolution is adopted. Senate
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Joint Resolution 53. Senator Noland. Mdam Secretary, will you
read the resol ution?

ACTI NG SECRETARY HAVKER:



Senate Joint Resolution 53, offered by Senator Nol and.
There are no comm ttee or Floor amendnents reported.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senat or Nol and.

SENATOR NOLAND:

Thank you. Senate Joint Resolution 53 will establish a task
force to investigate the need for appropriate residentia
facilities for individuals with Acquired Brain Injuries and it'll
expl ore options for providing those residential settings for those
i ndi vi dual s.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Any further discussion? Any further discussion? On this

resolution, there will be a roll call. And those in favor --
Senator Noland noves the adoption of Resolution -- Senate Joint
Resol ution 53. And those in favor will vote Aye. Those opposed
will vote Nay. And the roll call is -- voting is open. Have al

voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Take the record. On that question, there are 56 voting Aye, none
voting Nay, none voting Present, and this resolution is hereby
adopted. Madam C erk. House Bills 1st Readi ng
ACTI NG SECRETARY HAVKER:

House Bill 3901, offered by Senator Bonke.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

1st Reading of the bill.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senat or WAt son, for what purpose do you rise, sir?
SENATOR WATSON:

Yes, for an announcenent.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
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St at e your announcenent.

SENATOR WATSON:

Yes, | know a | ot of you have been asking about the softbal
gane and there's another -- a lot of interest in that again this
year, and it's April 5th, is when we're going to have that. So

put that on your calendar. April 5th is the softball ganme. Sone
of us went to spring training |ast week. | see quite a few good
tans around, so | know people have been working out and getting
ready. So -- and the House is going to take it serious this year

I've talked to '"emover there. They're -- you know, they haven't
over the last couple of vyears, and they -- they're recruiting
peopl e and they're working out, they're practicing, and so we've

got to get ourselves together. So next week, probably, we'll --

we'll have a night we'll go out and practice. So bring down sone
gear or bring up some gear whatever -- however you get over here.
And -- and we'll have a practice probably next week. This is -- a

good possibility it's going to be Carl Hawkinson's |ast gane. I
guess we hope so, running for Suprene Court Justice. Maybe we can
bring himback as -- next year, but anyway, so this -- this is --

make sure you understand, April 5th is the softball game -



House- Senate softball gane. Just -- thank you.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)
Thank you, Senator Watson. Senator Kl emm for what purpose do
you rise?
SENATOR KLEMM
For the purposes of an announcenent.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)
State your announcenent, sSir.
SENATOR KLEMM
The Senate -- the Senate Executive Conmittee's Subcommittee on
Constitutional Amendnents will be neeting in Room 212, at

1 o'clock, and then at 1:10, the Senate Executive Conmmttee, the
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full conmmttee, wll nmeet in Room212 at 1 o'clock -- or, ten
after one. Thank you.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
Al right. The Senate Executive Subcomittee will neet at

1 oclock in Room2l12. And the regular conmttee neeting of the
Senate Executive Comrittee will be neeting at -- at 1:10 p.m in
Room 212. Senator Hendon, for what purpose do you rise, sir?

SENATOR HENDON:



Thank you, Mdam President. | -- | was just concerned that
peopl e weren't paying attention when our captain tal ked about the
softball gane and how inportant it is. It's earlier this year, and
some of the guys are kind of old, over fifty, unlike the captain
and nyself, and | -- they need to stretch and get out there and
take this gane seriously. It will be Carl Hawkinson's |ast gane
as he goes to the Suprene Court. W got to send him out wth a
victory.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Wll, | nust say, if -- if you're over fifty, you' ve -- you've
been doing very well, except when you drop your balls. But -- any
further discussion? Any further business to cone before the
Senate? Senator Duane Noland noves that the Senate stand
adjourned wuntil the hour of 10 a.m, Friday, March 24, 2000. W

stand adjourned till 10 a.m tonorrow norning.
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